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Latest UN-backed talks on Western Sahara wrap up

30 August – Talks on the situation in Western Sahara hosted by a United Nations envoy have wrapped up in the United States, with all sides commenting on the latest proposals to find a solution to the problem, a UN spokesman said today.

The Personal Envoy of the Secretary-General for Western Sahara, James A. Baker III, hosted the meeting from 27 to 29 August in Pinedale, Wyoming, between representatives of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro (POLISARIO Front) and the Governments of Algeria and Mauritania.

The spokesman said that in accordance with a Security Council resolution earlier this year, the proposals made by the POLISARIO Front to overcome the obstacles in the implementation of the settlement plan were fully considered.

The parties then discussed the proposed Framework on the status of Western Sahara; the Algerian delegation gave its views and objections on the Framework Agreement and promised to provide further clarifications.

Meanwhile, the POLISARIO Front expressed its objection to and reservations about the Agreement but indicated that it would consult its leadership and revert to the Personal Envoy, the spokesman said.

The representatives of Mauritania expressed their support for any solution to the problem of Western Sahara that would promote peace and stability within the region and that would have the support of the parties.

http://www.un.org 
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Saharan official comments on Wyoming talks - Algerian report

BBC Monitoring Service - United Kingdom; Sep 5, 2001

Text of report by Polisario radio on 4 September

                 At the end of the recent round of talks in the American State of Wyoming, the 

                 brother member of the National Secretariat, the Saharan coordinator with the 

                 Minurso [United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara], M'hamed 

                 Khaddad, has given an exclusive statement to the Algerian daily newspaper El 

                 Watan in which he touched on the most important points discussed in this 

                 meeting. The statement said:

                 The Wyoming meeting enabled us to discuss the Polisario Front's proposals on 

                 the difficulties preventing the implementation of the UN peace plan with Mr 

                 [James] Baker in a detailed manner.

                 Within this framework, we stressed that the peace plan always remained 

                 applicable if the sides naturally had a political will; mainly if the 

                 decision-making countries at the Security Council were commitment, as it was 

                 the case in East Timor and other parts of the world for defending 

                 international legality. The double standards policy was unimportant and 

                 unacceptable.

                 Regarding the last Moroccan proposal included in Kofi Annan's report, which is 

                 called the framework agreement, we clearly reiterated that it neither 

                 constitute a solution to the conflict nor a way towards solving it, because it 

                 simply meant integration.

                 The difficulties encountering Morocco could not again constitute a 

                 justification for sacrificing the Saharan people, as it was the case in 

                 [19]75, in favour of the expansionist and arrogant monarchy in a part of the 

                 Arab Maghreb region.

                 Mr Baker is planning to hold new contacts with the sides in the coming weeks. 

                 We think that he is exerting valuable efforts to solve the conflict, and we 

                 shall continue cooperation within this framework in order to [guarantee] 

                 respect for the Saharan people's inalienable rights to self-determination and 

                 independence and for a durable and just peace in the region.

                 Source: National Radio of the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic in Arabic 2300 

                 gmt 4 Sep 01
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