How you can
help
l

DON’T RISK IT!

Never ever illegally
bring home plants,
seeds, flowers, fruit and
vegetables.

l

If you do wish to import
plants into your country,
contact your local Plant
Health authorities to find
out what you can do legally.

l

If you are carrying any

When travelling, avoid
bringing back to your
home plants or other
plant items …
because plant pests or
diseases may be hiding
on them.

plants, seeds, flowers, fruit

Pests and diseases can hide on plants.
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them to the Customs
official.
For more information:
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Help us to protect our crops
and beautiful countryside
against plant pests
and diseases
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Plants can get sick too!
Just like humans and animals, plants can get sick
too. They can suffer from diseases caused by viruses, bacteria, fungi and be attacked by pests, big
and small, such as insects, mites or nematodes.
Recently, we have seen an increase in the number
of new pests and diseases being introduced into
areas which were previously free of them. Many
of these recent introductions can be related to the
rapidly increasing levels of international trade and
travel.
Introduction of new plant pests and diseases
can threaten both the economy and biodiversity
Pests and diseases can hitch a ride on plants,
seeds, flowers, fruit and vegetables, even if they
look healthy, and on soil clinging to roots. In this
way, when we move plants between different parts
of the world, we can inadvertently introduce new
pests and diseases into our countries. Once introduced into a new environment, some of these alien pests and diseases can cause severe economic
losses to agriculture and forestry, and threaten
biodiversity. In the past, this phenomenon was
exemplified with the introduction into the EuroMediterranean region of potato late blight, grapevine phylloxera, Colorado beetle, and Dutch elm
disease.
National and international rules are in place
Plant health laws are in place to protect agriculture, forestry and the environment. Therefore,
many plants and plant products (e.g. seeds, vegetables, cut flowers) are not allowed to be transported without official authorization. If you intend
to transport plants, make sure that you are not
infringing these laws by contacting your national
plant health authorities beforehand.

Some dangerous “travelers”

Protect plants
The objectives of this leaflet are to:

Spartium junceum L.

Poligala myrtifolia L.

Following the discovery of the Xylella fastidiosa
bacterium in certain areas in France (Corsica
and Provence, Alpes Cotes d’Azur) and Italy (in
Southern areas of the Apulia Region), the highest
attention is required to avoid its further spread into
non-infected areas of population. This bacterium
is one of the most dangerous plant pathogens in
the World. It is very aggressive and can quickly
lead to death in infected plants, constituting a
severe menace to agriculture and the environment
in our area. With the EU Directives 2015/789 and
2015/2417, concerning the movement of plant
species, the European Commission has defined a
list of plants which are sensitive to this pathogen.
This includes Spanish broom (Spartium junceum),
rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis), lavender
(Lavandula spp.), polygala (Polygala myrtifolia),
etc. The movement from the infected areas of
these plants which can contain the pathogen
is prohibited. More information available at the
Regional Phytosanitary Service of Tuscany. The
complete list of sensitive plants and the list of
infected zones to Xylella fastidiosa presence
are available at http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/
plant_health_biosecurity/legislation/emergency_
measures/index_en.htm

Lavandula angustifolia Mill.

Rosmarinus officinalis L.

l

Raise awareness among international travellers
about the risks of moving plants;

l

Encourage everyone to do their bit to stop the
spread of new pests and diseases;

l

Provide some background explanations to the
‘Don’t risk it’ poster that is now being displayed
in airports and seaports.
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Pests and diseases can hide on plants.
Please do not bring home plants,
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By refraining from transporting plants, seeds, fruit
vegetables and flowers during your international
travels, you help us to protect our crops and beautiful countryside against dangerous plants pests
and diseases. You can also help by spreading this
message to your family and friends.

