
Thomas Högman

The European Region for Innovation in Agriculture, Food 
and Forestry (ERIAFF) 

Network Conference on Smart Specialisation Strategy (S3)
Theme: Agrifood Platform Activities
Focus area: High Tech Farming 

Florence 26–29 March 2019



“A new 
agricultural 
technology
initiative”





Why?



We all know agriculture 
is changing a lot



Bosch
robot



We are all aware of the
(partly new) challenges:





New
food 

habits

Need for
fossil-free
fuel and 

fibres

Limited
agricultural

land

Demand
for more 

sustainable
methods

Drought 
and extreme 

weather

Yes, 
population

growth!



More food needed 2050
according to the United Nations:





Extract from: Per Frankelius: Back to the root causes of war: food 
shortages. The Lancet, Vol. 393, March 9, 2019, pp. 981–982.

Food 
shortages is 
a root cause 
of conflicts



Vision



”Creating a proactive and 
collaborative innovation environment 

for agricultural technology – 
dedicated to coop with the new 

challenges"



Collaboration philisophy:



Vreta
Kluster



Peter Larsson 
and

Sten Gunnar 
Johansson in

Holland



The partnership



Vinnova

Linköping
UniversityAgroÖst, 

Vreta Kluster 
Science Park Mjärdevi

Companies

Region
Östergötland



Tech companies:
Actia Nordic
Saab
Glana Sensors 
Svenska Mätanalys
 
Farming companies:
Tolefors Gård
RS Agrotec
Åbylund Säteri
Högåsa Gård
 
Farm machinery companies:
Medin Maskin
Väderstad 
Åhmans Traktorcentrum (John Deere)
Gothia Redskap
Kverneland

Value chain companies:
Lantmännen
 
 

 

Advisors and consultants:
Hushållningssällskapet
Lovang Lantbrukskonsult
  
Weather companies:
SMHI
 
Cooperative platforms:
AgroÖst*
Vreta Kluster
Science Park Mjärdevi
 
Regional actors:
Region Östergötland
 
Financial sponsor, special:
Sankt Kors

Academia:
Linköping University 
(and SLU via AgroÖst)

 

 



Tolefors
Farm



Saab
Ventures



Bound for
4 kinds of results



Technology
development

Competence
development

Business
development

Knowledge
development



3 lighthouse
project areas



Decision
systems



Sensor
applications



Remote 
service



Process
leading team



Per Frankelius: Process leader 
(Linköping University)

Charlotte Norrman: Deputy process leader 
(Linköping University)

Uno Wennergren: Scientific leader, sustainable development 
(Linköping University)

Fredrik Gustafsson: Scientific leader, technology and digitalization 
(Linköping University)

Helen Oscarsson: Green industry representative 
(Vreta Kluster)

Nils Gabrielsson: Controller and strategist
(Region Östergötland)



Charlotte
Norrman

Per
Frankelius



Uno
Wennergren



Fredrik
Gustafsson



Helene
Oscarsson



Nils
Gabrielsson



Funding



Vinnova
Region Östergötland

Linköpings University
and partners

More than 10 Million Euro
Timeframe: 10 years





Alone is not strong enough



Get in touch 
with us!



per.frankelius@liu.se

thomas.hogman@regionostergotland.se

www.agtech2030.se



Thanks!





Thomas Högman
The European Region for Innovation in Agriculture, Food and Forestry (ERIAFF) 

Network conference on Smart Specialisation Strategy (S3)
Theme:  Agrifood Platform Activities. Focus area: High Tech Farming 

Florence 26–29 March 2019





Artificial
intelligence
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